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not bound to Schopenhauer's gloomy conclusion
(JFerke, v. 332), that "The wise men of all times
have always said the same, and the fools, that is
the immense majority, of all times,, have always
done the same, that is to say, the opposite of
what the wise have said; and that is why
Voltaire tells us that we shall leave this world
just as stupid and as bad as we found it when we
came here."

It is natural that this second kind of wisdom,
being detached and unsystematic, should embody
itself in the short and pregnant form of proverb,
sentence, maxim, and aphorism. The essence of
aphorism is the compression of a mass of thought
and observation into a single saying. It is the
very opposite of dissertation and declamation ;
its distinction is not so much ingenuity, as good
sense brought to a point; it ought to be neither
enigmatical nor flat, neither a truism on the one
hand, nor a riddle on the other. These wise
sayings, said Bacon, the author of some of the
wisest of them, are not only for ornament, bu-b
for action and business, having a point or edge,
whereby knots in business are pierced and dis-
covered. And he applauds Cicero's description